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Instructions for Authors 
 
 
 
SCOPE OF THE JOURNAL AND GENERAL PRINCIPLES 
 

The Journal of Ultrasound is the official journal of the Italian Society for Ultrasound in Medicine 
and Biology (SIUMB). The journal publishes original contributions in English (research and review 
articles, editorials, case reports, technical reports, and letters to the Editor). Materials published in 
the Journal of Ultrasound are copyrighted by Elsevier Srl. and may not be reproduced without 
permission from the publisher.  

Manuscripts are accepted for consideration with the understanding that they do not contain 
previously published material, have not been published elsewhere except in abstract form, and are 
not concurrently under review elsewhere. All submitted manuscripts must also be accompanied by 
a completed Copyright Form, which can be downloaded from the Journal web site (click here to 
download the Copyright Form). If the manuscript is accepted for publication in the Journal of 
Ultrasound, the authors guarantee that it will not be published elsewhere in any language without 
the permission of the copyright holder. 
 
Authors whose manuscripts include illustrations, tables, and/or portions of text that have already 
been published elsewhere must request permission to reproduce the material from the copyright 
holder (click here to download the Permissions Form). This permission must be presented in 
written form during submission of the manuscript. In the absence of such permission, all material 
received will be regarded as the authors’ own work. 
 
Manuscripts reporting the results of research conducted on human subjects must include a 
statement in the Materials and Methods section that the study protocol was approved by an 
appropriate institutional review board, that the study was carried out in accordance with the ethical 
standards set forth in the 1964 Declaration of Helsinki, and that informed consent was obtained 
from all participants prior to their enrollment in the study. All details that might reveal the identity 
of a patient (including patient initials and unnecessary reference to personal data like occupation 
or residency) must be omitted from the text and illustrative material. Patients must provide written 
informed consent to the publication (click here to download the Consent Form).  
If experiments were performed on animals, the study practices must comply with National 
Institutes of Health guidelines for use of laboratory animals, and such compliance must be 
explicitly acknowledged in the manuscript.  
For information on Ethics in publishing and Ethical guidelines for journal publication see 
http://www.elsevier.com/authorethics and http://www.elsevier.com/ethicalguidelines.  
 

Manuscript decisions are based on peer review, and acceptance will depend on originality, 
relevance, and scientific content of the material. The authors may be requested to modify their text 
according to the reviewers’ comments. Statements made in the article are the responsibility of the 
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author and not of the journal. Views expressed in the articles are those of the authors and 
may not reflect SIUMB policy. 

Each  author  must fill out and sign a Conflict of Interest Disclosure Form (click here to 
download the Conflict of Interest Disclosure Form) listing all relevant financial, personal, or 
professional relationships that pose a conflict of interest, that could  reasonably be perceived as 
posing a conflict of interest, or that could potentially influence or bias  the author’s work described 
in the manuscript. The form should be submitted with the manuscript, and if the article is accepted 
for publication, all disclosures will appear after the “Acknowledgements” section of the article.  
 
 
The editorial staff reserves the right to reject any manuscript that fails to comply with the norms 
listed above. Authors will be held responsible for false declarations and for failure to respect the 
norms listed above. 
 

SUBMISSION PROCEDURE 

 
All manuscripts should be submitted electronically. To do so, please send an e-mail to the Editorial 
Offices (address: redazionesiumb@gmail.com) with the following attachments: 1) Cover letter to 
the Editor, 2) Manuscript file organized (as described below), and 3) Separate files for each figure 
or figure component, 4) Completed Copyright Form, and 5) Conflict of Interest Disclosure forms 
completed and signed by each author. If the manuscript contains illustrative material that has 
already been published elsewhere (by the authors or by others), the authors should also include 
written permission to reproduce this material obtained from the original copyright holder.  
 
 
COVER LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
 
All submissions must be accompanied by a cover letter addressed to the Editor in Chief, in which 
the authors should state that the manuscript, or specified parts of it, have not been and will not be 
submitted elsewhere for publication. The cover letter should include the name of the corresponding 
author (in the case of multiple authors) and his/her contact address, telephone/fax numbers, and 
e-mail address.  
 
MANUSCRIPT FILE 
 
Manuscripts should be written in English with the Microsoft Word program. The entire 
manuscript, including references, tables, and figure legends, must be double-spaced with non-
justified right-hand margins. Pages must be numbered consecutively, beginning with the title page.  
 
The manuscript file includes the following seven sections, each beginning on a new page: 
 
I. Title page 
- A concise and informative title (max 85 characters, spaces included). In the Case Report a 
concise and informative title containing the final diagnosis is required. 
- The full names (no initials) and surnames of all authors 
- The affiliation(s) of each author, including department, institution, city and state 
- Complete contact information for the corresponding author, including mailing address, telephone 
and fax numbers, and e-mail address. 
 
II. Abstracts and Key words 
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An abstract containing no more than 250 words should be provided in both English and Italian. 
Abstracts should be as complete and specific as possible. Actual data (including statistics) should 
be included, but references, tables, and figures are not allowed. Abbreviations should be kept to a 
minimum and must be explained at first mention. 
 
The abstract should be provided with the following sections: Introduction (2-3 sentences, usually 
written in the present tense, that provide the context for the work and the hypothesis being tested 
in the study); Methods (3-4 sentences, usually written in the past tense, describing the procedures 
used to test the study hypothesis); Results (2-4 sentences, usually written in the past tense, that 
identify the major findings); and Discussion (2-3 sentences, usually written in the present tense, 
highlighting the most significant finding and explaining why it matters to the particular field of 
research).  
 
Keywords. Below the abstract, please list 3-6 keywords derived from the terms used in the RSNA 
Index to Imaging Literature for indexing purposes. 
 
III. Text of the manuscript.  
 
Original Research 
 
The text of the manuscript should be between 15,000-20,000 characters long (spaces 
included) and include 6 to 10 display items (tables, figures consisting in graphs and/or 
photographs, text boxes). 
Acronyms and abbreviations must be spelled out at first mention (even if they have already 
been introduced in the Abstract) and used consistently thereafter. Laboratory slang, clinical jargon 
and uncommon abbreviations should be avoided. Radiation measurements and laboratory values 
should be given using the International System of Units (SI). Blood pressure should be given 
in millimeters of mercury. References (no more than 35) should be cited in the text by Arabic 
numerals in square brackets, e.g. [3, 9, 10]. 
 
Manuscripts describing original research should be structured as follows: 
 
Introduction: This section should provide background information on the topic being 
investigated and a clear statement of the purpose of the study.  
 
Materials and Methods: Describe the study design (prospective, retrospective or randomized, 
etc.), study participants and how they were recruited, and the materials and procedures used to 
collect and analyze data.  New methods should be described in detail (including statistical 
analyses); for those that are better known, a brief summary with reference to the literature is 
generally sufficient. 
 
Results: Present results in a clear, logical sequence, without comments. If tables and figures are 
used, the data they contain should not be repeated in the text. The text should be used to  describe 
important trends and relationships. 
  
Discussion: The discussion should interpret and comment upon the results in light of previous 
findings by the authors themselves or by other groups. Discrepancies with previous findings should 
be discussed and explained, if possible. The discussion should contain a paragraph describing the 
limitations of study (including possible biases and problems related to the power of the study). 
 
Conclusions: This section is not obligatory and should be reserved for articles which require a 
conclusion. 
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Case Report 
 
A case report must present a rare pathology, a case of didactic value, or a common case 
listing all diagnostic imaging signs and elements for a differential diagnosis. 
Authors no more than 3. 
The text of the manuscript should be between 3,500 characters long (spaces included) and 
include 4 display items (tables, figures consisting in graphs and/or photographs, text boxes). 
Acronyms and abbreviations must be spelled out at first mention (even if they have already 
been introduced in the Abstract) and used consistently thereafter. Laboratory slang, clinical jargon 
and uncommon abbreviations should be avoided. Radiation measurements and laboratory values 
should be given using the International System of Units (SI). Blood pressure should be given 
in millimeters of mercury. 
References (no more than 6) should be cited in the text by Arabic numerals in square brackets, 
e.g. [3, 9, 10]. 
 
In the Case Report a concise and informative title containing the final diagnosis is required. 
Manuscripts describing case report should be structured as follows:   
 
 
Introduction 
Not more than 2-3 paragraphs clearly stating why the case is presented. 
 
Case presentation 
Should focus on those aspects that are necessary to convey the point the authors wish to 
make. 
 
Discussion 
The discussion should interpret and comment upon the results in light of previous findings 
by the authors themselves or by other groups. Discrepancies with previous findings should 
be discussed and explained, if possible. The discussion should contain a paragraph 
describing the limitations of case report. 
 
 
IV. Acknowledgements: Typed on a separate page and as brief as possible. Authors should also 
report all source(s) of study funding. The Editorial Staff will also transfer disclosures from the 
authors’ Conflict of Interest Disclosure forms into this section.  
 
V. References:  
References cited in the text must be works that have been published or accepted for publication. In 
general, the number of references should not exceed 35. They should be cited in the text by Arabic 
numerals in square brackets, e.g. [3, 9, 10]. 
The reference list should be started on a separate page after the acknowledgements.  It should 
contain only those works cited in the text. For works that have been accepted for publication but 
not yet published, the name of the journal should be given, followed by “in press” in parentheses.  
References in the list should be numbered consecutively in the order in which they appear in the 
text and listed in numerical order. Index Medicus abbreviations should be used for journal titles. 
Inclusive page numbers should be given for all references. For articles with up to 6 authors, all 
authors should be listed; for those with 7 or more authors, the first 3 should be listed, followed by 
“et al.” The accuracy of References is the responsibility of the authors.  
 
Examples: 
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• Journal articles: 
1) Taylor KJW, Wells PNT. Tissue characterization. Ultrasound Med Biol 1985;15:421-8. 

 
• Books:  

1) Smith LW, Cohen AR. Pathology of tumors, 6th ed. Baltimore, MD: Williams & Wilkins, 
1995: 100-9. 

 
• Chapter in a book: 

2) Hovind HJ. Traumatic birth injuries. In: Raimondi AJ, Choux M, Di Rocco C (eds). Head 
injuries in the newborn and infant. (Principles of paediatric neurosurgery). Berlin 
Heidelberg New York: Springer, 1986: 87-109. 

 
 
VI. Tables 
Tables should be included in the manuscript file, after the Reference list.  
Each table should be created on a separate page.  It should be numbered with an arabic numeral 
(reflecting the order of citation within the text) and include a brief title. Any abbreviation used in 
the table should be explained in a footnote beneath the table. 
 
 
VII. Figure legends  
Figure legends should appear collectively on one or more pages at the end of the manuscript file, 
after the tables. For ultrasound images or those obtained with other imaging 
modalities, the  legend must include: the type of image, its plane, and whether or not contrast 
material was used. For photomicrographs, specify the stain and original magnification. For 
drawings and graphs, the legend should indicate the important points to be observed. All symbols 
and abbreviations used in the figure must be explained in the legend. 
 
FIGURES 
The figures (i.e., photographs, graphs, and diagrams, including flow charts) themselves should be 
submitted separately from the manuscript file (one file for each figure). Each figure should be 
numbered with an arabic numeral (according to its citation in the text). For composite figures, each 
component should be labeled with lowercase letters (e.g., Fig. 1a). 
Photographs must be supplied in one of the following formats: JPG (high resolution: min 300 
dpi), TIFF (high resolution: min 400 dpi), or EPS (high resolution: min 600 dpi). Graphs, 
diagrams, and flow charts should be submitted in TIFF format (high resolution: min 600 dpi). 
Scanned images must be acquired with high resolution and saved in a high-resolution format.  
 
Important Reminders on Illustrative Material 
 

 Illustrative material included in the article should ideally be unprotected by copyright. For 
tables or figures that have already been published (by the authors or others), permission to 
reproduce must be obtained from the copyright holder (in generally, the journal in which the 
material was originally published) and attached to the submission. Failure to obtain this 
permission prior to submission can delay publication of an accepted manuscript. 

 
 Authors should make sure that photographs of patients contain no identifying features. The 

patient must be asked to provide written informed consent to the publication of the 
photograph.   

 
 Do not insert illustrative material in the manuscript text! The position of tables and figures 

will be determined at the time of publication. 
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Proof corrections 

All material accepted for publication is subject to copyediting to conform to the individual style of 
Journal of Ultrasound. Authors will receive PDF page proofs of their article from the international 
Elsevier production office (the email address they will be receiving messages from is 
correction.esnl@elsevier.tnq.co.in)via e-mail before publication together with a form containing 
doubts and queries about their manuscript (query form) and instructions on how to make revisions 
directly on the PDF file. Authors should answer all queries and carefully check all editorial changes. 
Any corrections to proofs must be restricted to printer's errors; other than these, substantial 
changes in content, e.g. new results, corrected values, title and authorship are not allowed. Authors 
must make a general control of the manuscript. Corrections will be accepted only in this phase and 
not later on.  

Corrections can be made: 

 directly on the PDF file using Acrobat Reader 7.0; 
 on a printout of the PDF file supplied, and this should be returned by fax to +91 44 2442 

6088; 
 via e-mail, detailing in the message (to be addressed to correction.esnl@elsevier.tnq.co.in) 

page number, column and line where corrections should be made. 

Corrections should be returned within three days.  

 
 

SUBMISSION CHECKLIST 
 
Before submitting your manuscript, please make sure that you have included all necessary details 
and provided the following: 
 The manuscript has been created with Microsoft Word. 
 The title of the manuscript contains no more than 85 characters, spaces included. 
 A running head of no more than 40 characters (spaces included) has been provided. 
 Full name(s) and affiliation(s) have been provided for all author(s). 
 Complete contact information has been provided for the corresponding author, including: 

o E-mail address 
o Full mailing address 
o Telephone and fax numbers 

 3-6 Key words 
 A structured abstract of 250 words has been provided in Italian and in English 
 The manuscript text (excluding the title page, abstracts, key words, references, and figure 

legends) should be 15.000-20.000 characters (spaces included) with 6 to 10 display 
items (tables, figures, text boxes). 

 All tables are included in the manuscript file after the Reference list (one table per page). 
 All abbreviations used in the table are explained in footnotes. 
 Legends for all figures are included in the manuscript file after the Tables. 
 Imaging modality and planes are specified in the legends for all radiologic images 
 Stain and magnification are specified in the legends for all photomicrographs 
 Graphics are high-resolution. Preferred format is TIFF 
 Figures are high resolution. Format is EPS or JPG 
 All figures and tables have been cited in the manuscript 
 All abbreviations used in the manuscript have been explained at first mention in the 

Abstract and re-explained at first mention in the text. 
 The manuscript has been subjected to an electronic "spell-check" with Microsoft Word 
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 References are in the correct format (Index Medicus style)  
 All references mentioned in the Reference list are cited in the text, and vice versa (max 35 

references) 
 Permission has been obtained for reproduction of copyright-protected material from other 

sources (including the Web) 
 

Electronic artwork submission  
 
Before you send us your artwork, make sure you can answer 'yes' to the following: 

 My files are in the correct format – TIFF or EPS.  
 The lettering used in the artwork does not vary too much in size.  

If you are delivering your artwork on disk: 
 All illustrations are provided as separate files and as hardcopy on separate sheets (3 copies) 
 All artwork is numbered according to its sequence in the text  
 Figures, schemes and plates have captions and these are provided on a separate sheet along 

with the manuscript, in addition all figures are referred to in the text  
 If required, I have specified the preferred magnification factor of my artwork on the sheet 

with filenames that accompany the disk  
 My artwork is on CD-ROM, ZIP disk or JAZ disk.  
 
 

After acceptance 

Once your paper is accepted for publication, Elsevier does the following: 
 Registers ('logs') your paper giving it a unique reference number for tracking 
 Checks your paper for completeness 
 Checks your artwork for clarity 
 Sends you a copyright form 
 Puts your paper into production which involves copy-editing it into the journal style 
 Creates a proof copy to be sent to you for final review. Where possible we send the proof to 

you in PDF format, if your e-mail address is known, which helps the overall publication 
speed. Alternatively, you will receive a hard copy by post. 

 Corrects any errors you identify on the proof copy and publishes your paper 
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